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Minutes of Trinity Cathedral Vestry Meeting 
June 21, 2022 – 5:30 p.m. 

Present: 

Vestry Members: Patricia Roberts, Sr. Warden; Jeff Spiess, Jr. Warden (substitute clerk); Paul Herrgesell, Treasurer; Gary 

Benjamin; Mark Biddlestone; Martin Hermes; Diane Hexter; Audrey Hudak; Linda Lee; Dale Murphy; Cynthia Ries 

Staff: The Very Rev. Bernard Owens, Dean 

Absent: Elizabeth Billings; The Rev. Adrienne Koch, Priest Associate; Darrell Lausche, Clerk of Vestry 

• The Vestry Business Meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m. 

 
1. Cynthia Ries offered the opening prayer/devotional. 

 

2. Dean’s Report: 
Dean Owens provided a presentation and led discussion on audience exploration profiles for the new 

website.  He also reported on progress in its development. The tentative rollout is scheduled for September. 

He also reviewed the background of and conceptions going forward with the Abundant Table 9:00 worship service 

and made introductory comments on Morgan Mecaskey who will serve as Artist-in-Residence through December. 
 

Fiduciary Work 

1. Adoption of Consent Agenda 
a. May Minutes – no changes. 

Gary Benjamin moved, “to accept the consent agenda.”  Mark Biddlestone seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed. 

 
2. Stewardship Committee 

 
Cynthia Ries presented the stewardship dashboard. The fall campaign is scheduled to launch September 25 , 

2022 with the theme Sacred Place, Living Faith. 
 

3. Finance Committee & Treasurer’s Report 
 
Paul Herrgesell presented the income statements for both the cathedral and Commons. As in past months, 

the cathedral income is above budget and expenses are below budget, except for an increase in performance artist 
fees, typical for the Easter season. The trends for the Commons are also positive, but with income below and 
expenses much below budget. He also presented a cashflow forecast for the next 9 months. 
 

4. Property & Sustainability Committee 
 
Mark Biddlestone reported that further quotes for the lighting project are being sought.  

Mather Hall is experiencing increasing leaks in the flat roof and front entrance area that risk the integrity of the 
building. Corrine will be asked to approach the diocese with the estimated costs to expedite repairs. 
 

5. Music & Art 
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Patty Roberts briefly updated us that information will be forthcoming about bishop candidates. A 
preliminary slate will be announced August 15, 2022. A Meet & Greet event for the candidates will be held October 
27, 2022 at the cathedral. 
 

Patty Roberts reported on a new structure involving the relationship between the Cathedral and Music & 
Art at Trinity. She presented a draft job description for a part-time Administrative Assistant for Worship, Art and 
Music who will be a cathedral employee with salary support from M&A.  
 

6. Cathedral Ministries Committee/Mission Teams 
 

Dean Owens updated that recruitment for membership on mission teams is going well. Vestry members 
have been assigned to mission teams. The mission team retreat will be held August 21, 2022 beginning after the 
morning services. 
 

Jeff discussed the ongoing process for development of charge documents for all committees of the vestry. 
 

Strategic Work  

1. Trinity Commons Program Director 
 
Dean Owens presented a draft job description for the position of Trinity Commons Program Director. The 

search for candidates for this position will begin in August. This person will be an employee of the Cathedral.  
Productive discussion ensued on the inclusion of comfort with spirituality and faith in the job description. 
 

Generative Work 

1. Old Cuyahoga Juvenile Court Building/Campus District 
 

Dean Owens reviewed the activity regarding the demolition of the old Juvenile Court building.  
The following resolution was proposed: “We, the vestry of Trinity Cathedral support the deconstruction of the 
former Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court building and redevelopment of the site as a park and green path 

community resource.” This resolution passed unanimously. 
 
Closing Prayer/Devotional 

Cynthia Ries offered the closing prayer/devotional.   

The meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 

Next Vestry Meeting: August 16, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

_________________________________ 

Jeff Spiess, Jr. Warden 


